INVERCLYDE

ATHLETIC CLUB 

(On Track since 1996)


CHILD AND VULNERABLE ADULT

PROTECTION POLICY

Inverclyde A.C. in accordance with guidelines issued by UK Athletics has a Child & Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy.

This handout is designed to inform the parents/guardians of junior members as to the responsibilities and procedures outlined in the document.

Responsibilities:

Inverclyde A.C. will:

· Promote the health and welfare of all children and vulnerable adults by providing opportunities for them to take part in athletics safely.

· Respect and promote the rights, wishes and feelings of children and vulnerable adults.

· Recruit train and supervise its members to adopt best practice to safeguard and protect children and vulnerable adults from abuse and to minimise risk to themselves.

· Require members to adopt and abide by this Child & Vulnerable Adult Protection policy and these Procedures.

· Respond to any allegations of misconduct or abuse of children or vulnerable adults in line with Policy and these Procedures as well as implementing, where appropriate, the relevant disciplinary and appeals procedures.

Principles:

The welfare of children and vulnerable adults is everyone’s responsibility, particularly when it comes to protecting them from abuse. Children and vulnerable adults have a lot to gain from sport. Their natural sense of fun and spontaneity can blossom in a positive environment created by sports organisations. It provides an excellent opportunity for them to learn new skills, become more confident and maximise their own unique potential. The Policy and these Procedures are based on the following principles:

· The welfare of children and vulnerable adults is the primary concern.

· All children and vulnerable adults, whatever their age, culture, gender, language, racial origin, socio-economic status, religious belief, have the right to protection from abuse.

· It is everyone’s responsibility to report any concerns about abuse and the responsibility of the Social Work Department and the Police to conduct, where appropriate a joint investigation.

· All incidents of alleged poor practice, misconduct and abuse will be taken seriously and responded swiftly and appropriately.

· All personal data will be processed in accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998.

Review:

This Policy and these Procedures will be regularly monitored and reviewed:

· In accordance with changes in legislation and guidance on the protection of children and vulnerable adults or any changes within Inverclyde A.C.

· Following any issues or concerns raised about the protection of children or vulnerable adults within Inverclyde A.C.

· In all other circumstances, at least annually.

Procedures:

The following have been adopted by Inverclyde A.C. as good practice

· All coaches and club volunteers who come in contact with children or vulnerable adults are required to have Enhanced Disclosure Check carried out. A copy of this check is held by Scottish Athletics.

· All coaches working with children or vulnerable adults are required to attend coaching courses. Licenses are renewed only on receipt of Disclosure Check.

· All coaches and volunteers have participated in Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection courses.

· The club has appointed an Athlete Welfare officer, who has the main responsibility for managing child and vulnerable adult protection issues within Inverclyde A.C.   This post is appointed annually at the Annual General Meeting.

The Athlete Welfare officer for 20013/14 is Janice Hendrie   Tel: 07538210221 (M)
Any concerns regarding club procedures should be directed initially to Janice.

Any issues of concern or new developments are communicated to the Club Committee at the monthly meeting.

Good Practices:

Inverclyde A.C. is committed to the Long Term Athlete Development programme, promoted by both UK: Athletics and Scottish Athletics.

This involves young athletes following a multi-skill programme up to at least 15 years old.  The club is starting to reap the benefits of this established programme with more of our juniors remaining and competing in the U’17/15 age groups and progressing into senior athletics.  Another benefit is the number of our former juniors who are keen to take on coaching and officiating roles.

The indoor sessions for our younger athletes were established to provide a warm , safe environment  to encourage year round participation despite the weather.

All children are welcome to attend and every effort is made to provide suitable activities for their needs. The training groups are monitored and changed as required.

All juniors are required to complete an Information Sheet which is kept by one of the coaches. At present this is Rhona Bushfield. Tel: 07732106983.  Information on these sheets is only used to enter juniors into competitions and for emergency contact use when at training or at competitions.  Data is removed once a junior no longer attends.  It is in the interest of all concerned that changes in information are notified immediately to the club.

Photographs may be taken during both training and competition.  These photographs may be used by the club and event organisers for display in local and national newspapers.  Parents not wanting their child/children to be included in these photographs MUST indicate on the Junior Members Information Sheet

NB. This will not exclude children from participating in events, and club activities.

Junior members who are competing are required to complete a Junior Members Charter which covers areas of behaviour while competing for the club and a Junior Members Residential Visit Code of Conduct if travelling with the club to events.

Juniors and their parents/guardians are kept up to date with club activities by:

· The club website. www.inverclydeac.co.uk   

· The  Inverclyde AC facebook page. (Parents of our younger members are encouraged to join instead the child. This is a closed secret group, Please ask for details on how to join.)

·   An email news circulation of parents and guardians of junior members is being set up to replace the weekly newsletter.

· Information sheets for events will be issued when required. 

Any parent/guardian wishing a copy of the IAC Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy should contact Janice Hendrie in the first instance. 

IAC Committee
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